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 PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 

WELCOME AFTERNOON 

TEA 

A reminder that we are having 

a welcome afternoon tea 

tomorrow afternoon from 3:45-

5:00pm. This will be an 

opportunity for our teachers to 

explain some of our teaching 

and learning programs whilst 

also offering the chance to chat 

informally with members of 

staff and fellow parents/carers. 

We hope to see you there. 

OTWAY ODYSSEY 

Thank you so much to the 

families and community 

members who have 

volunteered for the Otway 

Odyssey fundraiser. We now 

have all of the timeslots filled 

and are looking forward to the 

event. Good luck too, to 

everyone who is riding this 

weekend. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

ELECTIONS 

Information about School 

Council Elections will be 

distributed this week. Please 

make contact with Rob if you 

have any queries or questions 

about the process.  

NATURE BASED LEARNING 

Our consistent nature-based 

learning approach is already 

underway in 2022 for students 

from Kinder to Year 6. As well 

as our weekly Forrest Kids Go 

Bush (K-2) and Outdoor 

Education (3-6) sessions, 

students are regularly taking 

part in outdoor educational 

experiences. We have recently 

received a grant for a pergola 

in the Early Years Centre 

which has now being erected 

and allowed for outdoor 

activities in a sunsmart 

environment.  

PRINCIPAL’S AWARD  

Congratulations to Lachlan 

Crabbe for winning last week’s 

Principal’s Award. Lachlan will 

be joining myself and other 

Principal’s Award winners for 

morning tea shortly. 

FORREST PRIMARY SCHOOL AND EARLY YEARS CENTRE IS A CHILD SAFE ENVIRONMENT AND HAS A ZERO TOLERANCE OF BULLYING.  

 

FORREST PRIMARY SCHOOL AND EARLY YEARS 

CENTRE NEWSLETTER 

DATES FOR YOUR 
DIARY 

FEBRUARY 

22 Welcome to 2022 Afternoon 

Tea 

23 School Council Meeting 

23 Prep Recharge Day 

23 Art (MACC Visit) 

30 Library (MARC Visit) 

MARCH 

2 Prep Recharge Day 

9 Prep Recharge Day 

9 Art (MACC Visit)  

14 Labour Day Public Holiday 

16 Library (MARC Visit) 

17 Polwarth Sports Day 

23 Art (MACC Visit)  

23 School Council Meeting 

30 Library (MARC Visit) 

30 – 1st Apr Camp Grade 3-6 

APRIL 

6 Art (MACC Visit) 

8 End of Term 1 

26 Student Free Day 

27 First Day Term 2 

 

 

LEARNING FOR LIFE 
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COVIDSAFE MEASURES 

EXTENSION 17 FEBRUARY 

2022 

We want to thank parents and 

students for the great job they 

have done in keeping our 

school as safe as possible by 

following important 

COVIDSafe measures such as 

mask wearing, physical 

distancing, ventilation, getting 

vaccinated and rapid antigen 

testing. 

This has meant that our school 

has remained open and our 

students in class. This is a 

fantastic outcome and a 

testament to the hard work of 

parents, carers, students and 

school staff. 

Rapid antigen tests 

To keep schools as safe as 

possible, the Victorian 

Government has extended the 

COVIDSafe measures 

introduced for the beginning 

of Term 1. This includes 

extending the availability of 

free rapid antigen tests (RAT) 

for screening until the end of 

term. It is anticipated an 

additional 24 million RATs will 

be provided to schools and 

early childhood settings to 

continue to support early 

detection and prevent 

infection, for use at home. 

The need for this program will 

continue to be monitored, and 

may end earlier based on 

health advice. This is great 

news and will mean we’re able 

to continue identifying COVID-

19 cases as early as possible, 

reducing the impact on our 

school and 

individuals. 

Department of Health 

modelling indicates that 

in the first two weeks of 

school returning, the 

program has already 

prevented more than 

21,000 cases in schools 

alone. Their modelling 

indicates, assuming a 75 

per cent compliance rate 

with screening of 

students, that by 

continuing RAT screening 

in schools for the full 10 

weeks of Term 1, we will 

prevent: 

- 61,000 COVID-19 

infections in children 

aged 5 to 17 

- more than 150,000 

COVID-19 infections in 

the overall community 

(on average 15,000 per 

week over 10 weeks, or 

more than 2,100 per 

day) 

- around 400 hospital 

admissions. 

The department of 

education will continue to 

supply RATs to our school 

for your use 

Twice-a-week testing 

continues to be strongly 

recommended for both 

students and staff.  

Testing will be conducted at 

home, and students and staff 

must report any positive result. 

There is no requirement to 

report a negative result. 

Vaccination 

Vaccination is another key 

component to protect students 

and staff in school settings. 

Vaccinations for children aged 

5 to 11 are open and third dose 

vaccinations for 16 to 17 year 

olds are now available. 

There are lots of convenient 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

Learning effort: Abigail Pakula for her 

tremendous start to school. Abigail 

listens carefully, is kind to classmates 

and is confidently trying all learning 

experiences. Terrific efforts Abigail! 

 Learning behaviour: River John for 

showing such wonderful joy and 

enthusiasm for his learning when 

creating his Holiday Memory Box with 

his Year 6 buddy. River was so proud of 

his box and what he could do! 

Excellent attitude River!  

Learning effort: Oscar Howland for 

transitioning confidently into the Senior 

Room, persisting with challenging 

tasks, and seeking clarification when 

unsure. Well done, Oscar! 

 Learning behaviour: Fox Bartlett for 

listening to feedback and making 

improvements to his letter from the 

goldfields. Keep it up Fox! 😊  

HELPING HANDS 

✓ BETTY & ALLY FOR 

HELPING WITH 

THE CHICKENS 

 

Thanks to Anne-Maree (Fox & Dori’s Nanny) for 

making library bags for the whole Junior Room 

class – Awesome! 
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options to access vaccinations. 

These include state-wide 

vaccination hubs, your local 

GP or pharmacy. 

You can book your 

appointment in a few different 

ways, including:  

• online: 

coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vac

cine 

• by phone: 1800 675 398 

(Coronavirus Hotline) 

• In person: talk to your local 

pharmacy, doctor, or 

attend a state-wide 

vaccination hub.  

• using the COVID-19 

Vaccine Clinic Finder - 

COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic 

Finder | Australian 

Government Department 

of Health 

In addition, schools provide a 

trusted place among the 

community to access 

vaccination, particularly for 

families who may experience 

language or social barriers.  

Following successful 

implementation of school pop-

up clinics at the 

commencement of Term 1, 

more than 230 schools across 

Victoria are currently hosting 

mini-vaccination clinics led by 

GPs and pharmacists. Many of 

these clinics will also make 

vaccinations available the 

broader school community, 

inclusive of families of students 

and school staff. 

Ventilation 

Improving ventilation is one of 

the most effective measures to 

keep education settings safe. 

51,000 air 

purifiers 

were delivered to schools by 

Term 1, 2022 to support 

COVIDSafe settings in schools. 

Up to an additional 60,000 air 

purifiers will be rolled out to 

schools ahead of winter to 

supplement natural and 

mechanical ventilation during 

the cooler months.  

The winter allocation will 

provide enough purifiers to 

cover all classrooms, in 

government schools and low-

fee non-government schools 

based on current enrolments. 

This includes general purpose 

classrooms and other 

specialist classrooms such as 

art and science rooms. 

Mask rules will remain the 

same, with students in Grade 3 

and above required to wear 

masks – although they will not 

be required outdoors. 

On behalf of the school, I 

would like to thank you again 

for your continued support in 

helping your child to complete 

the rapid antigen tests and 

other COVID Safe measures. 

As a result of these efforts our 

school can continue providing 

a safe environment for students 

and staff.  

file:///C:/Users/09535158/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/ME58BNSE/coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine
file:///C:/Users/09535158/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/ME58BNSE/coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covid-19-vaccine-clinic-finder
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covid-19-vaccine-clinic-finder
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covid-19-vaccine-clinic-finder
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covid-19-vaccine-clinic-finder
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
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